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AbstractAbstractAbstractAbstract    

 

Although corpus-based language research has been developing rapidly in recent years, 

there is still a lack of resources in regards to their size, textual variety, and time of creation, 

and of efficient and user-friendly corpus query tools. This is also the case for the Japanese 

corpus linguistics, which is one of the primary reasons for the recent rise in projects 

constructing Japanese corpora resources. 

In this paper, we present a method for extracting linguistic information from corpora using 

the Sketch Engine corpus query tool, which has recently been extended for the Japanese 

language. The Japanese version is based on a 400 million word Japanese Web corpus, which 

is linguistically annotated by the morphological analyzer ChaSen, and a Japanese 

grammatical relations file. The tool offers efficient and user-friendly ways of extracting 

concise linguistic data about words—their grammatical and collocational behavior, as well as 

thesaurus-like information and differences in usage for similar words. We explain, through 

examples, how the tool could be utilized in corpus lexicography, linguistic research and 

computer assisted language learning of the Japanese language. The investigation part of the 

article concentrates mainly on the ways that the tool could be applied within the dictionary 

creation process, and the results illustrate how each of the tool functions can greatly 

contribute to that process. 


