A question mark after a token makes the token optional. The results will contain hits with
or without this token. The same can be achieved with [ K0,1} which means zero or one.

see result in Sketch Engine

noun and verb with one optional token in between

[ tag="N.*" ] [ ]? [ tag="V.*" ]

http://ske.li/fi9

u CQL on YouTube:
http://ske.li/cqlvideo
CQL web guide:

% http://ske.li/fiu
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